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who was honored with an invitation to be present at these
gatherings, for he was then permitted to behold the work-
ings of the National Government from its innermost side.
Usually it was the comic aspect which predominated in the
revelation, for the President's prevailing sense of humor
was shared by his colleagues. I was thus honored on sev-
eral occasions, and invariably Hay contributed something
that was especially apt and worth repeating. I may, I think,
without indiscretion, introduce here an instance. Secretary
Taft was present on this occasion, and the subject under
consideration was the Philippine Islands. "I soft," said
Taft, "that the anti-imperialists are changing their ground
about the Islands. They have been saying heretofore that
we should not have stayed there after the battle of Manila;
that we should get out of them and leave them to their fate;
and that they are doing infinite harm to us and to our insti-
tutions, because in ruling them against their will we are
violating the Declaration of Independence and destroying
our own love of liberty. Now they say that we ought to
give them away, or sell them to Germany or Japan or any
nation that will take them off our hands." "That," said
Hay, "reminds me of the young woman who had got re-
ligion and was telling her experience in conference meet-
ing. Wishing to give proof of the thoroughness of her con-
version, she said: '"When I found that my jewelry was
dragging me down to hell, I gave it all to my Bister/ "

With Hay's sickness and absence from the country these
gatherings were interrupted and they ceased, of course,
with his death. It was natural that his colleagues in the
Cabinet, as well as the President, should feel Ins loss keen-
ly. On the day following his death the President gave out
for publication this statement: "My sense of deep per-
sonal loss, great though it is, is lost in my sense of the be-
reavement to the whole country in Mr. Hay's death. I was
inexpressibly shocked, as every one was, for all of us, in-
cluding Mr. Hay's immediate family, had supposed that all
immediate danger was over, and I had been hoping that
the rest during the summer would put him again in good